THE MAILER REVIEW

Executive Epitor
Phillip Sipiora

Deruty EpITOR
Michael L. Shuman

SENIOR MEDIA AND DiGiTaL EDITOR, WEBMASTER
Gerald R. Lucas

MANAGING EDITOR
Chondell Villines

SENIOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Gary D. Rhodes

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS
Nicole Musselman
Jay Rughoonundan

BiBLIOGRAPHER AND SENIOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Shannon L. Zinck

AssSISTANT EDITOR
Richard Reisinger

EpitoriaL BoarD

J. Michael Lennon, Chair of Editorial Board (Wilkes University), Robert J. Begiebing (Southern New
Hampshire University), John Whalen-Bridge (National University of Singapore), Philip Bufithis (Shep-
herd University), Michael Glenday (The Open University, United Kingdom), Hunt Hawkins (University
of South Florida), Gerald R. Lucas (Middle Georgia University), Susan Mailer (Psychoanalytic Associa-
tion of Santiago, International Psychoanalytic Association), Maggie McKinley (Harper College), Michael
Millgate (University of Toronto), Christopher Ricks (Boston University), Phillip Sipiora (University of
South Florida), Thomas F. Staley (Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin), Barbara Mailer
Wasserman (Memoirist).

The Mailer Review is published annually by The Norman Mailer Society and is co-sponsored by the Uni-
versity of South Florida and The Norman Mailer Society. Issue rates: individuals, libraries, colleges, and
universities in the U. S. Postal Zones are $25 per issue. All foreign mailings, individual and institutional,
are $32 per issue. Payment by PayPal or check made out to The Norman Mailer Society and mailed to
Matthew Hinton. The Mailer Review is included as a benefit to members of The Norman Mailer Society.
For membership information, please visit www.normanmailersociety.com. The Mailer Review publishes
articles, notes, creative works, interviews, cultural/biographical commentary, images, and book reviews
relevant to the life and work of Norman Mailer. We also publish work in other areas of relevance. Please
send inquiries to the editor. All critical approaches are welcome. An editorial committee reviews unso-
licited manuscripts. Book reviews are assigned by the editor. For manuscript guidelines, see our link on
the Society web page. Submissions must be transmitted to the Editor as Microsoft Office Word .doc or
.docx attachments. Authors should follow MLA Handbook, 9th edition, for documentation style.
ISBN 978-1-7332575-4-1
Copyright © 2021 The Norman Mailer Society
Cover Design by Giles Hoover

MEemBER, CouNciL OF EDITORS OF LEARNED JOURNALS

[ Contact addresses printed in this volume are omitted.]



THE NORMAN MAILER SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Maggie McKinley, President
Gerald R. Lucas, Vice-President and Editor, Project Mailer
Matthew S. Hinton, Treasurer
Marc S. Triplett, Secretary
Phillip Sipiora, Editor, The Mailer Review
Neil Abercrombie

Carol Holmes Alpern

Robert J. Begiebing

Justin Bozung

Philip Bufithis

Ezra Cappell

Bonnie Culver

Nicole DePolo

Salvatore Fallica

David Light

J. Michael Lennon

John Buffalo Mailer

Susan Mailer

Jason Mosser

Mark Olshaker

Lawrence Schiller

Enid Stubin

Barbara Mailer Wasserman
Shannon L. Zinck



BENEFACTORS OF
THE NORMAN MAILER SOCIETY

Allen Ahearn (Patron)

Peter Balbert (Friend)

Gail Becker (Friend)

Robert and Linda Begiebing (Sponsor)
Mashey Bernstein (Angel)

Jackson Bryer (Sponsor)

Philip Bufithis (Sponsor)

Sal Cetrano (Angel)

Bonnie Culver (Sponsor)

Salvatore Fallica (Sponsor)

Joan Klaus (Sponsor)

Lorraine Kreahling and Ronald Fried (Friend)
Mike and Donna Lennon (Patron)
Walter Lewallen (Sponsor)

Jerome and Cathy Loving (Patron)
Autumn and Gerald Lucas (Sponsor)
John Buffalo Mailer (Sponsor)

Susan Mailer (Angel)

Maggie McKinley (Sponsor)

Jonathan Middlebrook (Patron)

Jason Mosser (Sponsor)

Erik and Jeanne Nakjavani (Patron)
Michael Nixon (Patron)

Carolyn and Mark Olshaker (Sponsor)
Denise Pappas (Patron)

Brenda Potter (Angel)

Carl Rollyson (Sponsor)



Trifin Roule (Sponsor)

Lawrence Schiller and Nina Wiener (Angel)
Cary and Phillip Sipiora (Sponsor)

Enid Stubin (Patron)

David Thomas (Sponsor)

Ray and Jeanne Vince (Sponsor)

Barbara Mailer Wasserman (Sponsor)

Angel $1,000 or more Patron $250 or more
Sponsor $100 or more Friend Less than $100



THE MAILER REVIEW

VOLUME 15 NUMBER 1 FALL 2021

CONTENTS

1

Abstracts

6

Reflections
Phillip Sipiora

Articles and Miscellany

8

19

23

26

38

65

91

124

154

183

James Campbell

Norman Mailer on James Baldwin
Barbara Mailer Wasserman

Dinner at the Finletters; or, The Dress
J. Michael Lennon

Looking for Joan Didion: Norman Mailer’s Opposite
Peter Lennon

A Parley in Brooklyn
Robert J. Begiebing

Mailer and Whitman: An Interview on Democracy in America
Lawrence R. Broer

You Just Go: On the Literary Road with Mailer and Kerouac
Phillip Sipiora

Seeds of Promise:

Norman Mailer’s Early Short Fiction
Gerald R. Lucas

“It Might Not Be Unpleasant to Live”:

The Transitional Short Fiction of Norman Mailer
Raymond M. Vince

Mailer and Conrad: Part Two—Myth and Skepticism
Jason Mosser

Mailer’s Hipster Meets Thompson’s Bikers:

White Negroes on Wheels



vi «+ THE MAILER REVIEW

198  Erik Nakjavani
Meditations on Hemingway’s Robert Jordan:
An Ontological Democratic Deontology

Classic Interpretation
224 Robert Merrill
The Executioner’s Song: Mailer’s Sad Comedy

Book Review Mailer in Context
254 Michael L. Shuman
Becoming Mailer: Violence, Ego, Guilt, Courage

Book Review  Song of Ourselves: Walt Whitman and the Fight for Democracy
270  Robert J. Begiebing
Obey Little, Resist Much: Whitman’s Fight for Democracy

Book Review Love of My Life
279 Denise Doherty Pappas
Love of My Life: Insights of Barbara Mailer Wasserman

Book Review Talking at the Gates: A Life of James Baldwin
282 J. Michael Lennon
James Baldwin: Preacher vs. Writer

Book Review Silence
288 J. Michael Lennon
Dread Persists



CONTENTS

Book Review Philip Roth: The Biography
291 John J. Winters
The Many Sides of Roth

vii

Book Review Ida Lupino, Filmmaker
300 Robert Guffey
Noir Trailblazer

Book Review Let Me Tell You What I Mean
305 Jason Mosser
Telling It as She Means It

Book Review The Last American Aristocrat
309 Stephen Lennon
The Last American Aristocrat: The Brilliant Life and
Improbable Education of Henry Adams

Book Review Game Ball and Other Essays
313 Timothy Nolan
Cards on the Table

Book Review Languages of Trauma
321 Phillip Sipiora
Exploring Trauma

Book Review  For Father and Many Other Things
325 Gabrielle Grilli
Metamorphosis



viii

THE MAILER REVIEW

Creative Works

330

333

338

339

347

351

352

353

354

355

356

357

359

360

362

364

366

Emmy Li

Chessboard
Emmy Li

The Mirror
Teon Blake Jr.

Kelen Saved the Day!
Victor Peppard

Camp Windiblo
Robert Guffey

Shaking Down the Goon
Daniele Pantano

Picture (Show)
Daniele Pantano

Saint: (Strawberry Lemonade)
Daniele Pantano

Still Life (Self-Portrait)
Gary D. Rhodes

The Plains
Gary D. Rhodes

Forsaken
Gary D. Rhodes

Solstice
Gary D. Rhodes

Tir na nOg
Sal Cetrano

The Poet Drinks
Sal Cetrano

Money Back
Sal Cetrano

Fired
Sal Cetrano

Shattered in Laramie
Sal Cetrano

Carpe Residuum



368

369

371

372

373

374

375

376

377

378

379

380

382

384

386

387

389

390

CONTENTS

Sal Cetrano

Seventh Inning Stretch
Sal Cetrano

Unders
Sal Cetrano

Why We Have Prayer
Matthew Diomede

Possessions
Matthew Diomede

Morning Tree Beauty
Matthew Diomede

Primary Consciousness
Matthew Diomede

My Father
Matthew Diomede

America and My Father
Matthew Diomede

A Woven Thought
Matthew Diomede

Birth Dance
Matthew Diomede

Bullets from the Heart
Matthew Diomede

Ode to a Marine Who Died in Iraq
Matthew Diomede

Cycles and Convolutions
Clarence Wolfshohl

Lo, the Gods
Clarence Wolfshohl

On the Tenth Day
Clarence Wolfshohl

The Church of the Holy 33
Jason Mosser

Five Students Writing
Stephen A. Rozwenc

so that

ix



x +« THE MAILER REVIEW

391 Stephen A. Rozwenc
The fog’s unbelievable nightgown lifts
392 Stephen A. Rozwenc
for you I'll write
394 Stephen A. Rozwenc
Haiku Monologue
397 Gabrielle Grilli
Unattainable: A Cento
398 Gabrielle Grilli
Unexpected Return: A Cento
399 Gabrielle Grilli
My blood boils
400  Gabrielle Grilli
i always used to hug dad goodnight in the garage

Bibliography
401 Shannon L. Zinck
Norman Mailer Bibliography: 2020
411 Contributors



