THE MAILER REVIEW

Epitor
Phillip Sipiora

Deruty EpITOR
Michael L. Shuman

SENIOR MEDIA AND DiGITAL EDITOR, WEBMASTER
Gerald R. Lucas

SreciaL Epitor
John Lennon

MANAGING EDITOR
Brianna Jerman

BIBLIOGRAPHE AND ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Shannon L. Zinck

AssisTANT EpiTor
Ryan Arciero

INTERNS
Ivana Lam
Sarah Farag

EpiToriaL BoarD

J. Michael Lennon, Chair of Editorial Board (Wilkes University), Robert J. Begiebing (Southern New
Hampshire University), John Whalen-Bridge (National University of Singapore), Philip Bufithis (Shep-
herd University), Christopher Busa (Founder and Editor of Provincetown Arts Press), Morris Dickstein
(Graduate Center, City University of New York), Laura Adams Dunham (Independent Scholar), Michael
Glenday (The Open University, United Kingdom), Hunt Hawkins (University of South Florida), Barry H.
Leeds (Central Connecticut State University), Michael Millgate (University of Toronto), Christopher
Ricks (Boston University), Phillip Sipiora (University of South Florida), Thomas E. Staley (Harry Ransom
Center, University of Texas at Austin), Barbara Mailer Wasserman (Memoirist).

The Mailer Review is published annually by The Norman Mailer Society and is co-sponsored by the Uni-
versity of South Florida and The Norman Mailer Society. Issue rates: individuals, libraries, colleges, and
universities in the U. S. Postal Zones are $25 per issue. All foreign mailings, individual and institutional,
are $32 per issue. Payment by PayPal or check made out to The Norman Mailer Society and mailed to
David Light. The Mailer Review is included as a benefit to members of The Norman Mailer Society. For
membership information, please visit www.normanmailersociety.com. The Mailer Review publishes arti-
cles, notes, creative works, interviews, cultural/biographical commentary, images, and book reviews rele-
vant to the life and work of Norman Mailer. We also publish work in other areas of relevance. Please send
inquiries to the editor. All critical approaches are welcome. An editorial committee reviews unsolicited
manuscripts. Book reviews are assigned by the editor. For manuscript guidelines, see our link on the Soci-
ety web page. Submissions must be transmitted to the Editor as Microsoft Office Word .doc or .docx
attachments. Authors should follow MLA Handbook, 7t edition, for documentation style.

ISSN 1936-4679
Copyright © 2014 The Norman Mailer Society
Cover photo courtesy of Andy Steiner/Archive Photos/Getty Images

MEemBER, CouNciL OF EDITORS OF LEARNED JOURNALS

[ Contact addresses printed in this volume are omitted.]



THE NORMAN MAILER SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

J. Michael Lennon, President
Barry H. Leeds, Vice-President
David Light, Treasurer

Marc S. Triplett, Secretary
Phillip Sipiora, Editor, The Mailer Review
Neil Abercrombie

Robert J. Begiebing

Philip Bufithis

Christopher Busa

Ezra Cappell

Michael Chaiken

Bonnie Culver

Carol Holmes

Barbara Lounsberry

Gerald R. Lucas

John Buffalo Mailer

Susan Mailer

Maggie McKinley

Mark Olshaker

Denise Pappas

Lawrence Schiller

Barbara Wasserman



BENEFACTORS OF

THE MAILER REVIEW

Patricia and Allen Ahearn (Friend)

Mashey Bernstein (Patron)

Vivian Bower and Lawrence Shainberg (Sponsor)
Philip Bufithis (Friend)

Luceil Carroll (Sponsor)

Sal Cetrano (Angel)

Constance and Joseph Comprone (Sponsor)
Grace and John Curran (Friend)

Don Delillo (Patron)

Lore and Morris Dickstein (Sponsor)

Carol Dine (Friend)

Andrew Gordon (Friend)

Wilbur Hayes (Sponsor)

Nancy and Alexander Hicks (Sponsor)
Donald L. Kaufmann (Sponsor)

Barbara and John Lounsberry (Friend)

C.T. Ludington (Sponsor)

Susan Mailer (Angel)

Jonathan Middlebrook (Patron)

Jeanne and Erik Nakjavani (Patron)
Susannah and Timothy Nolan (Friend)
Richard Priebe (Friend)

Provincetown Arts Press (Patron)

Lotte Rose (Patron)

Lawrence Schiller and Nina Wiener (Angel)
Robert Springer (Sponsor)

Gay Talese (Patron)



IN MEMORIAM
Deborah Martinson (1946—2014):

Teacher, scholar, Board member and dear friend.

Linda and Robert Begiebing (Sponsor)
Bonnie Culver (Sponsor)

Carol Holmes (Sponsor)

Barry H. Leeds (Sponsor)

Donna and J. Michael Lennon (Patron)
Susan and David Light (Sponsor)
Autumn and Gerald Lucas (Sponsor)
Maggie McKinley (Sponsor)

Carolyn and Mark Olshaker (Sponsor)
Denise and Dean Pappas (Patron)
Victoria and Victor Peppard (Sponsor)
Cary and Phillip Sipiora (Sponsor)

Barbara Mailer Wasserman (Sponsor)

Angels $1,000 or more Patrons $250 or more
Sponsors $100 or more Friends Less than $100



THE MAILER REVIEW

VOLUME 8 NUMBER 1 FALL 2014

CONTENTS

1 Abstracts

7 Reflections
10 Editor’s note
14 Norman Mailer
La Petite Bourgeoise

Articles and Miscellany

17 J. Michael Lennon
An Excerpt from Mailer’s Last Interview:
The Village Voice

21 Mark Olshaker
Walking into the Zeitgeist: A Conversation with
Jules Feiffer

52 Susan Mailer
Master Weaver in Action

60 Barbara Mailer Wasserman, Susan Mailer, John Buffalo Mailer
Mailer Family Colloquium

74 Jerome Loving and J. Michael Lennon
An American Tragedy and The Executioner’s Song:
Receptions and Controversies

92 Ronald K. L. Collins
Mailer’s Resistance—A Lesson in Free Speech

102 Jason Mosser

Norman Mailer and the Oxford English Dictionary

11 J. Michael Lennon
Mailer’s Brooklyn



Vi

114

125

140

158

177

186

215

222

225

233

243

257

263

272

291

313

THE MAILER REVIEW

Nicole DePolo
Utter Mailer
Lawrence R. Broer
The Existential Sublime in Mailer’s The Prisoner of Sex
Alba Newmann Holmes
The Naked, the Eloquent, and the Dead
Ronald K. Fried, Barry H. Leeds, Bill Lowenburg
Split Decisions: An Asynchronous Discussion on
Mailer and Boxing
Jeanne Thomas Fuchs
Mailer and Ali: Existential Affinities
Andrew Gordon
Red Scare: The Early Cold War in Novels by
Mailer, Doctorow, and Roth
Alexander Hicks
Harlot’s Anatomy
Don Graham
A Postmodern Moment with Don DelLillo at the
University of Texas
Heather Braun
Teaching Controversy: Mailer in the College Classroom
Jasna Poto nik Topler
Mailer and His Reception in Slovenia
Raj Chandarlapaty
Teaching Mailer in Afghanistan
Stone Meredith
Mailer and Hemingway: Sum of the Parts
Kathleen “Kat” Robinson
Making War with a Little Help from my Friends:
Hemingway, Mailer, and O’Brien
Alexander Hicks
Reading Ancient Evenings
Raymond M. Vince
In the Deserts of the Heart: The Executioner’s Song
Christopher Busa
Mailer and Metaphor



CONTENTS

319  Walter Lewallen
Back to Fort Bragg

vii

Classic Interpretation

325 Jonathan Middlebrook
A Conversation with Norman Mailer

Creative Works
354 John Henry Fleming
Cardinals
357 Marshall Deason
Confidences
374  Victor Peppard
Boy Scout Jamboree
383  Gary D. Rhodes
Unmoored
384 Carol Dine
The Golden Gown
—after Yehudit Arnon
386 Sal Cetrano
MISTER SIX
—for my buddy
388  Jack B. Bedell
George Foreman in Zaire
390 Patrick O’'Hayer
broken link

Book Review ~ Norman Mailer: Legacy and Literary Americana

392 Barry H. Leeds
A Rosy Fingered Dawn?

Book Review ~ Norman Mailer: Legacy and Literary Americana
396  Michael L. Shuman

From God’s Attic to Boom-Boom Slang: Looking for Mailer’s LQ



viii - THE MAILER REVIEW

Book Review  Mailer’s America

403  Michael L. Shuman
Norman Redux

Book Review A Moveable Beast

408  John Whalen-Bridge
Mailer Scholarship as Equipment for Living:
The Testament of Barry Leeds

Book Review A Berkshire Boyhood: Confessions and Reflections
of a Baby Boomer

411 Michael L. Shuman
Into the Woods

Book Review  American Authorship and Autobiographical Narrative: Mailer,
Wideman, and Eggers.

418  Maggie McKinley
Opening the Sarcophagus: Searching for the Author
in Autobiography

Bibliography
425 Shannon L. Zinck
Norman Mailer Bibliography: 2013
440 Contributors



